-

&\WA
SOCIATION OF
ATURALISTS

The Wel3" o

Newsletter of the lowa Association of Naturalists
Spring Workshop info on pagegb

N\ J

Theydore Baaaaccckk! Snowy Owls myster
a row. By Matthew T. Wetrich, Carroll County Conservation Board Naturalist; photos by Jackl

In nature thereareupsanddowns,ebbsandflows Suchistruewith populationtrendsin manyspecie®f animals
natureis cyclicabndhasanamazingvayof balancingtself whenmajorinterferenceareabsentBecausef these
highsandlows,thewinterof 2011 12 provideda showunlikeanyin documentedtistoryin lowa

The SnowyOwl populationrise and fall is typicallyassociatedvith the availabilityof their main food source
lemmings Normally,Snowiespendhe entireyeamearthe Arctic Circle enduringhefrigid northernwinterswith a
handfulmakingtheirwaysouthof the Canadiarborder Typicallythisresultsn onlya fewsightingstatewidehere
in lowa Howeverpn averagegnewinterin everyfour, slightly
largernumbersof the heaviesowl! in North Americamake
their waysouthin earlywinter The winterof 2011and2012
wasmore than just a onein-four winter d it wassomething
epic, producinga recordnumberof SnowyOwls in lowa d

over150individuals!Known asanirruption,this wasthe most
sincethe late 197, and by far the most well documented
SnowyOwl irruption eventin | o wraddsledbirding history

Thankgo theinternetadvancements photographigearand

more peoplebeinginto birding,documentatiorof this recent
eventwasmuchmoreextensiveandthorough The following

winter (lastwinter),we expected smallerp e ¢ hrrapfionto

takeplaceandwe werecorrect Well aboveaverageumbers
of Snowiesvereseeracrosshe state

With thatin mind,logicwouldlendto thinkingthatthis winter
mightbe abit calmeron the SnowyOwl front. Well,in nature,
you can neversay 0 n e v and 6an neversayo al way s 0
Mysteriouslywe are seeinganotherhuge yearof southerly
movemenbf the ghostowls Thistime the majorpushis to /
the eastof us,and herein lowa, there havebeenat leasta
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dozensightingssincelate November  Scientistghink that
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havebeenexperiencingpod booms,while othersarecloserto

normal In the 201112 event,the Great Plainsand Pacific
Northwestregionssawthe greateshumbersyith otherregions
still experiencingpigherthan normalsightings Thiswi nt
eventis skewedo the east,with the GreatLakesregionand
Northeasseeindhe biggeshumbers
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Food
If thereis anabundancef food whenit becomesime for reproducingtop-end predatordike SnowyOwIs will
producemoreyoung If thereisashortagetheymayonly haveoneor evennone It isbelievedhatin 2011there
wasan enormousamountof lemmingsavailablgthereforea LOT of babySnowyOwls werereared With the
abundancef newowls,therewasnot enoughfood (possiblyevensomesortof crashin thelemmingpopulation
laterin the seasono sustairthe saturategbopulationthroughthe winter,pushingyoungowlssouthin searctof
food. Themajorityof the owlsthatareseerduringirruptioneventsareyoungshowingmoreblackmarkingswith
femaleshowinghe most

During eventssuchas this, the public eyecanbe a

tremendous$elg weneedto knowif youseea Snowy
Owl. Scientistsare still learningabout population
trendsand how our naturalworld works Gettingan

accuratelepictionof the SnowyOwl presencen lowa

is only possibleby folks reporting their sightings
Encouragdolks in your communityto passsightings
of SnowyOwlsonto you

Seeing hem

They do spend time during the day hunting

Remembetheyarearcticspecie® it d o e getdark
up therein the summetime! Asidefrom the excellent
science gained from reporting sightings,it is a
memorablesxperiencéo getto seea SnowyOwl in

person- somethingyou will neverforget! Typically
theyareseensittingeitheron the ground,on a utility

pole,on afencepost,or evenon a buildingor other
manmadestructure It is extremelyrareto seeone
sittingin atree Theyd o rséetreesin the arcticand
a r eacdustomedo usingthem asa perch It is

importantnot to approachhe owls,andto viewthem
from a safe distance They have traveleda long
distanceo be herein searchof food and areweary
travelersipontheirarrivalto our area Causinghem
to fly requiresthem to burn preciouscalories,and
repeatedhcidentsmayleadto themstarvingo death

Above: A Volunteer prepares to release a snowy at
the MacBride Raptor Center; Below: A newly
released bird takes flight

The chanceo seea SnowyOwl is an amazingreat
Whetheryou spyoneof the 3 or 4 thatareseerhere
every winter, or if you happen upon various
individualsduringan irruption event,onething is for
sure Youwill neverforgetit! Theyareareminderof
theebbandflow of ourlife, andlife asawhole

Bird Oné




Fundraising Committee

Chair: Emily Herring

Members: Jenny Ammon, Annette Wittrock,
Heather Hucka, Jackie Gautsch, Matt
Wetrich, Reba Cook and Victoria DeVos

In 2013, the Fundraising Committee was
responsible for all fundraising activities at the

MEEC held in Coralville, IA. They were able to

raise $1,200 for IAN at this conference.

IAN Scholarship Committee

Chair: Jess Steines

Members: Aaron Askelson, Michele Olson,
Sondra Cabell

In 2013, $1,700 was allocated for IAN
scholarships and there were 8 requests
totaling $738.63.

Membership Committee

Chairs: Missy Smith & Logan Roberts
Committee is still waiting for annual
membership renewals, please send as soon
as you can. Logan Roberts will take over as
Membership Committee chair when Missy
leaves in March.

Like us on Facebook!

Professional Development Committee
Chair: Miriam Patton

Members: Heidi Anderson, Charlene Elyea
Professional development applications were
due on December 31and awards will be
presented at the 2014 Spring IAN Workshop.
Members are encouraged to submit their
professional development worksheets annually.
More information can be found on the IAN
website.

REAP Alliance Liason

Chair: Remains Vacant

We are currently looking for a member of IAN

to fulfill this role. Chair duties include attending
REAP meetings in Des Moines and forwarding
information to the IAN list serv every other
month. Please contact an ExCom member if you
are interested in volunteering for this position.

Traveling Exhibits Committee

Chair: Ann Burns

Members:

Prairie Team: Sondra Cabell, Anita Fisher,
Charlene Elyea, Jessica Wagner, Reba Reddick
Wade into Your Watershed Team: Hilary
Markin, Holly Schulte, Chuck Ungs, Jacklyn
Gautsch, Angela Freyermuth, Marybeth
Stevenson, Michlle Olson, Lora Kanning, Jeny
Meyer

The prairie exhibit is booked through June of
2015 and the schedule is posted on the IAN
website. The Wade into Your Watershed exhibit
has been delayed and IAN members interested
in assisting with this committee are encouraged
to contact Ann Burns at
amburns29@jacksoncch.com.

You could write for The Web!!

We are always looking for articles, book reviews and upcoming events that would be of

interest and any member can submit something!! To submit send your submissions to

The Web Editor Jacklyn Gautsch at j.gautsch78@gmail.com. Electronic submissions are
preferred in word documents for text and jpeg for images. /




Eco-Currents By: Pete Eyheralde

i E eCau r r dightightecurrentscientific publications
of Midwesternecologicalresearch Hope you find it
usefulin your programs!

Burning Up Bugs

Tallgrass prairie managemenin lowa almost always
includesburning (it helpsthe native plants,right?) and
in recentyearsdisking of field edgeshasbeenpromoted
as a way to improve bobwhite quail habitat, but what
aboutthebugs?

Researchergrom lowa State University studied how
insects fared after CRP mid-contract management
practicesof burning and disking 20 upland mesic
prairiesand 20 river bottom grasslandsn Tama, lowa,
andBentonCountiesweretested

Writing in the Journalof Wildlife Managemen{2007)
ThomasBenson JamedDinsmore,andWilliam Hohman
reported that the number of speciesfound and total
abundancef insectsin mostorderswere unaffectedby
burning Controlledburnshadinitial negativeeffectson
insects in the orders Hemiptera (true bugs) and
Lepidoptera(butterflies and moths), but therewere no
differencesfound betweenburnedand unburnedfields
duringthe secondsummerafterburning

Disking was shownto increasetotal insect abundance
by 3% comparedo undiskedareasin the study sites
While the abundanceof adult butterflies decreasedy
56% with disking, caterpillarnumbersvere 90% greater
in disked vs. undiskedareas Theauthorssuggestthat
these treatments
improved habitatquality
for many lowa breeding
bird species Both
burning and disking
(when  applied at
intervals no more than
every 2 years and not
over the entire available
habitat) appear to be
effective management
options for maintaining
Midwestern grasslandsg
for wildlife.

Corn Belt
Quall
Genetics

Bobwhite quall
thrive in early
successional
habitatssuchas
weedy fields,
fencerows,
brushy timber
edges, but in
the  Midwest
these pockets
of habitat are
shrinking in
our modern 5

agricultural landscape As island quail populations
becomeisolatedin a seaof corn, what doesthatdo to
their genetics?Is the survival of remnantguail coveys
threatenedy inbreeding?

Researcherfrom Southernlllinois University andthe
Minnesota DNR investigatedthe genetic population
structure of bobwhite quail using 11 DNA
microsatelliteloci. Tissuesamplesof huntercollected
guail wings were analyzedfrom 6 areasin southern
and centrallllinois counties Publishedin the Journal
of Wildlife Management (2013 Leah Berkman,
Clayton Nielsen, Charlotte Roy, and Edward Heist
reported a significant but low amount of genetic
structure in the sampled quail populations So,
although the quail populations were isolated
geographically, occasional long distance dispersing
birdsweresurvivinglong enoughto breedin their new
homesandmaintaingeneticdiversity Thelow amount
of populationstructurethatwasfound maybe an early
indication of geneticdrift occurring due to isolation
with recentincreasesn theamountrow cropacres

For wildlife managerswanting to keep huntable
populationsof quail on the landscapehis meanswe

needto focus on creatingand maintainingpatchesor

corridors of brushy, weedy quail habitat at distances
that dispersingbirds canreacheasily Sincebobwhite
quail rarely disperse farther than 3 km, lots of

cooperationfrom private landownerswill be needed
for the summersongof the bobwhiteto be heardby

futuregenerations



Roadside Results: Upland Game at Record
Lows

ThelowaD N R amiualAugustroadsidesurveyis usedto
evaluate population trends for ring-necked pheasants,
bobwhite quail, gray partridge, white-tailed jackrabbits,
andcottontailrabbits 215 30-mile routesarerun on early
mornings with heavy dew to count these upland game
species Two main factors determinehow many critters
w e 6fihd come hunting seasoneach year, weatherand
habitat

Unfortunatelyweatherhasnot beengoodfor uplandgame
in the last few years Specieslike pheasantancrease
populationnumberswhen annualsnowfall is lessthan 19
inchesand spring brings warm, dry weather(rainfall less
than6 inches) From2006i 2011, lowahad5 consecutive
severewinterswith 30 + inchesof snowfall, thisis thefirst
time in the 50 yearhistory of the roadsidesurveythat this
hashappened lowa hadover 15 inchesof rainfall in the
spring of 2013 the highestever recorded(since 1872.
Spring2013wasalsothe 5th coldestin statehistory Since
pheasantsy e r esstablishedcrosdowa until 19200r so,
this past spring was the wettest and coldest ever
experiencedby our population

Upland gamehabitathas also beendecreasing In 1990
availablehabitatin lowa, including CRPfields, smallgrain

acresandhayfields totaled4,626061 acres By 2010that
areahad beenreducedto 2,952601 acres,a loss of over
1.5 million acresof wildlife habitatin 20 years High

demandor cornethanolandthe resultinghigh cornprices
are largely responsiblefor the increasedefforts to plow

grasslandsbulldozetrees,and tear out brushyfencerows
If combined,thelossin habitatcould be representedby a
strip 9 mileswide, stretchingacrosshe state from Omaha
to Davenport

Given these habitat and
surprising that roadside counts from 2013 indicate
that pheasant numbers are down and that
populations are poor across most of the state.
Bobwhite quail numbers were about the same this
year, 71% lower than the long term average. There
are a few pockets in solt
doing poorly. Gray partridge, a species from Eurasia
which like pheasants were introduced to lowa for
hunting, also declined. North central and north east
lowa had the highest partridge numbers this year.
White-tailed jackrabbit numbers remained
unchanged in 2013, but this species is nearly
extirpated from our state. Hunting season for hares
was closed in 2011. Cottontail rabbits were the
bright spot in this year
Rabbits do well in wet spring conditions and the
population increased across the state, with the
highest numbers in south central and south eastern
lowa.




$M?a% IAN Spring Workshop

In the lowa Great Lakes
March 12n, 13n, and 14n 2014
CONSERVATION BOARD Dickinson County Nature Center
2279 176 St. Okoboji, lowa 51355

Wednesday, March 12 2014- Pre-Workshop Activities

lowa Lakeside Lab Tour (Starting at 2pm)i with Jane Shuttleworth, Lakeside Lab EE Coordinator: (Meet at the
Lakeside Lab 1838 Hwy 86 Milford, IA 51351)

Hike andtour lowa LakesideLaboratory, one of the first biological field stationsin the United States!Establishedover a

centuryago by lowa® foundingscientistsand conservationistd,.akesidés jointly operatedby the Universityof lowa, lowa

StateUniversityand the Universityof Northernlowa. Our tour of the 140 acre campuswill includehiking throughprairie,

savannahand lakeshorehabitat, a visit of the EPA certified BovbergWater ChemistryLab - operatedin partnershipwith

the lowa State Hygienic Lab - and the famousstone labs listed on the National Registerof Historic places Weather
permittingwe will takeoutthe canoesDressfor theweather!

Glacial Landmark Tour (Starting at 2pm) T with Charles Vigdal, Dickinson County Naturalist
(Meet at the Nature Center 2279 170th St. Okoboji, IA 51355) Carpool if you can

This tour will take you to the Freda Hafner KettleholeState Preservewhereyou will seefirsthand how this featurewas
createdwhenan isolated,perhapspartially buried, pocketof cleanice meltedslowly in place after the main ice sheetwas
gone Nativevegetatiorwithin the kettleoccursin distinctzonesasit reflectschangesn moistureconditionsfrom wetat the
bottomto dry at thetop. Nextstopis the Cayler Prairie StatePreservewherethis 160acre prairie remnantwith its over265
speciegyivesyoua glimpseof whatmuchof the statelookedlike just a centuryago. Thejumbledhills, ridges,and swalesof
this preserveand the surroundinglandscapeare excellentexamplesof featuresthat formedunder lingering glacial ice.
Followedby a stopat the Silver Lake Fen StatePreserveyou will moveon to TemplarPark at Big Spirit Laketo viewthis
glacial lake which is lowa& largest natural body of water. Your final stop will be the Kettleson HogsbackWildlife
Management®rea whereyou will visit a combinationof wetlands,openfield uplands,woodsand lakes This is also the
headquarterof northwestiowa® Big SiouxWildlife Managementnit. A systenof public hiking trails for viewingwildlife
includeswalksup the high, woodedthogsbackridge for whichtheareais named

Low Impact Development (LID) Tour (Starting at 1pm) 1 Derek Nammy, Urban Conservationist
(Meet at the Nature Center 2279 170th St. Okoboji, IA 51355) Carpool if you can

Since 2004 Dickinson County has had a progressiveapproachto promotingthe use of widespreadurban conservation
practicesthroughoutthe county Asa resultof a fewkeydemonstratiorprojectsand a substantialeducationalcampaignby
multiple conservatioragenciesn the county,to datethere havebeenover 150 individual Low ImpactDevelopmentLID)
practicesinstalled within the lowa Great Lakesregion alone! Thesepracticesfunctionby capturing rainwater runoff from
impervioussurfacedike rooftopsand streetsandinfiltrating it backinto the ground Native prairie plantsare incorporated
into someprojectsto assistthe filtering of the water by absorbingsomeof the nutrientsthat is commonwith stormwater
runoff. On this tour we will be visiting a large spectrumof LID practicesthat range from somethat capturerunoff from
housego onesthat capturerunoff comingfrom large parkinglots. After this tour youwill seehowLID is incorporatedinto
manydifferentlandscapesndhavetheability to apply someof theseprinciplesin your ownbackyard!

*Dinner on own or as group

Lodging options lowa Lakeside Lab
Arrowood Resort 1838 Hwy 86 Milford, IA 51351
1405 Hwy 71 Okoboji, IA 51355 Contact: Lisa RotCampus Coordinator
Phone: (712) 332161 lisa-roti@uiowa.edu 71:337-3669 ext. 1
Ask for IAN Workshop, Deadline (20 rooms, sleeps2 people, private bath,
2/10/14 no TV, internet access, on West Okoboji L)ake
$75 a night $50 a night



Thursday, March 13n, 2014 at the Dickinson County Nature Center
8:30 AM Registration/Breakfasti At Dickinson County Nature Center
9:00 AM Welcome, Introductions, and Announcements

9:15 AM General Session: Phyllis Anderson, PhBScience Ed Consultant, Grant Wood AEA and E Resources Group
fiThe Next Generation Science Standards and the Conservation Community: A Protocol to Help Open Doors and
Strengthen the Message

This sessiorwill addresghe following questions What s differentaboutthe NGSS?How do conservatiorand environmentatopicsfit
into the NGSS?How canthe NGSSenhancédhe connectiorbetweernformal and nonformal educatorsMow canwe align our programs
with the needsof the schooldistricts?

10:45 AM Break

11:00 AM Concurrent Session #1

Becky PetersMarketing Manager Clay County Fair, fiHello? Can Anyone Hear Me

In this session, Becky will teach you how to consistently market your County ConservatiolsBoesgage through press releases, social
media, email marketing and through your own website.

Dennis McDonaldOrganic Farmer fiLocally Grown Foods

How do they do it?? Join Dennisand seehow his passionfor conservatiorin agriculturehasevolved Dennishasbeeninvolved with
vegetablefarming sincethe 1980% when he helpedstartthe LakesArea Farmersmarketin Spirit Lake. In 2010he establishedhe Little
Sioux CooperativeGrowers,a networkof 11 farmerswho havecombinedto sell to restaurantandgrocerystores Since2011Dennishas
managedsoperFarmsNew Shootsvegetableandlivestockfarms Thosefarmsoperaten conjunctionwith the New ShootsRestauranin
EmmetsburgDennisis alsoa writer andformerly an Englishteacherat lowa LakesCommunityCollege

NoonLunch at the Dickinson County Nature Center

1:00 PMConcurrent Session #2

Mike Hawkins-lowa DNR, fiWatershed and Lake Management

Waterquality in lowa shallownaturallakesranksin the bottom 5= percentileof all publically ownedlakesin lowa. A combinationof
watershedand in-lake factors are responsiblefor poor water quality, sporadicfisheries,a lack of aquaticplant life, and poor habitat
Efforts to improvetheselakesin recentyearshasresultedin improvedwaterquality andfish andwildlife habitat Thetechniquesitilized
to inducethesedramaticflips provide insightsinto the dynamicsof not just shallow naturallakes, but lakesand wetlandsin general
Comeandlistento Mike ashe shareghe successtoriesherein Northwestlowa andanswersyour questions

AlissaJulius-Dickinson County Information Technology and AmySchmelingDickinson County GIS fiwhat you can

do with yourCounty IT andGISo

Learn how yourcounty ITand GIS people can work together with lowa Conservation Boards to offer even better services, technology,
and programs to the general public

2:00 PMBreak

2:15 PMConcurrent Session #3

John Wills - Clean Water Alliance,i The Path to Clean Water o

As with any long distancerace,the pathto the finish line is often not a straightline. The Dickinson County CleanWater
Alliance hasbeenworking on the lowa GreatLakesWatershedor over 20 years During thattime, we havehit quite a few
deadends,but we havealwaysrealizedthatthe pathto cleanwateris not an expresswaybut rathera very scenicandnarrow
path that often must be changed The lowa Great Lakes WatershedVianagementPlan was just re-written to include 21
ResourceManagementreas which breakthe lowa Great Lakes 90,000 plus acresinto 21 manageablend distinct sites
within the watershedDuring this discussiorwe will talk abouthow we arrivedatthisfi p atdcleanw a t .& wilbalsoshow
you how thisapproacho communityplanningcanbe appliedto almostany communitywide issuethatyou mayhave

Jane Shuttleworth-lowa Lakeside Lab EE Coordinatori fiTalkind6 Tur key t o Toddl ers! o
Have you everfound yourselfbewilderedwhenthe teachingtechniqueghat work so well with older childrenonly seemto
wreak havocwith preschoolersNever fear! In this sessionwe will review i and modeli tips for teachingtoddlersand
preschoolerbasedon whatyearsof researcrandpracticeby early childhoodspecialistthasshown thatvery youngchildren
arefundamentallydifferentthanolder children,andlearnandneedto betaughtin fundamentallydifferentways Pleasecome
with bothyour questionaindsuccesstoriesin working with toddlersandpreschoolers!

3:15 PMBreak 7



3:30 PMConcurrent Session #4

Peter Van der Linden-Botanist and retired science Administrator,iEmerging threats to lowé Tree®

Severalnew diseasesand insectpestshave appearedn lowa recentlyor are headingour way. This presentatiorwill review Bur Oak
Blight, EmeraldAsh Borer,andotherthreatsto lowa'streesandhow we canrespond

Rebecca ChristoffelAssistant Professor and Extension Wildlife Specialist at ISUjUsing Field Notes as a tool to help
teachers meet Next Generation Science Standards

Field Notesis the graduatestudentoutreachpublication of the Natural ResourceEcology and ManagemenDepartmentat lowa State
University. In this presentationyoudl learn how you canuseField Notesas a tool to help teacherameetthe Next GenerationScience
Standardsand give studentdnformationaboutongoingresearctbeingconductedn lowa. Participantswill receivecopiesof the current
issueof Field Notes Jessonplans,andactivitiesthatcanbebroughtto the classroompr usedprior to or afteryour visit.

4:30 PMBreak
5:00 PMBusiness Meeting
6:00 PMDinner at the Dickinson County Nature Center

7:00 PM(Optional Tour) Local Brewery Tour (West O Brewery) and Beer tasting.
Free beer sampling and pints for sale. Bring $10 for taxi rides to and from the Nature Center/Arrowood Hotel.

Friday, March 14w, 2014
8:30 AM Registration/Breakfast at Dickinson County Nature Center

9:00 AM General Session:

Kari M. Webb, NW lowa STEM Regional Manager lowa Lakes Community CollegefiGreatness STEMs From lowatis

The state of lowa has made a significant investmentover the pasttwo yearsin launching regional STEM (Science, Technology,
EngineeringandMath) networks Thetop priority of the state'dnitiative is to increasestudentinterestandachievemenin STEM fields, as

aneconomicandeducationalmperative This goalis beingmetthroughlowa'sScaleUp STEM programming Educatordrom bothformal

andnon-formal sectorsareinvited to apply for grantsthat fund researckbased studentcenteredSTEM programs Hundredsof educators
andthousand®f studentshaveparticipatedin "ScalingUp" the bestof STEM in lowa. This sessiorwill highlight the FY2015ScaleUp

grants,andhelpyou to discoverwaysto accesghesehigh quality STEMresources

9:00 AM Self Guided Tours (optional)
Explore some of the other attractions in the lowa Great Lakes Areal

State Fish Hatchery
122 252nd Ave. Spirit Lake, 1A 51360 7-B36-1840

lowa Great Lakes Maritime Museum

243 W Broadway Street Arnolds Park, IA 51331 -BB2-5264
Pearson Lakes Art Center

2201 Hwy 71 Okoboji, IA 51355

Okoboji Gold Disc Golf Course, Free Play
Kenue Park 2251 1#®t. Okoboiji, IA 51355 (next to Nature Center)

11:00 AM Break

11:30 AMLunch at the Dickinson County Nature Center and Depart



Spring IAN Workshop
March 12 — 14, 2014
Dickinson County

MName

Affiliation

Address City

State Zip

Phone # Alternate Phone #

E-mail

Please Register me for the following pre-workshop session:
_ IowaLakeside Lab Tour

_ Glacial Landmark Tour

__ Low Impact Development (LID) Tour

Meals (please check all that apply)

Thursday Lunch:

Homemade Soup and Sandwich Extravaganza
Herbivore  Camivore

Thursday Dinner:
Homemade Pasta Night with Salad and Dessert

Herbivore Camivore

Friday Lunch:

Special Sack Lunch (large sandwich, chips, fruit, homemade dessert)

Herbivore Camnivore

FREE
FREE
FREE

$11.50

** Lunches include full Homemade Breakfast spreads on Thursdav and Fridav momings.

Additional Expenses:

Workshop Fee (Required)

$20.00

Non-member Workshop Fee (Includes membership)  $40.00
Late registration fee after February 28 £5.00

Please make checks payable to: IAN Treasurer
Mail Payment Form to

Annette Wittrock

IAN Workshop Coordinator

1339 Hwy 63

Bloomfield,IA 52537

Meal Total
Pre-Workshop Total
Workshop Fee Total
Total

Please contact the workshop coordinator at wapellocountynaturalist@gmail.comGB263191 with any additional
guestions. If your payment will not arrive by the registration deadline, please let Annette know by maitilgygeor

faxing (641683-4621) a copy of your registration form.



2013 IAN/ICEC Conservation & Environmental Education Excellence Award Winners

The lowa Association of Naturalists (IAN) and the lowa Conservation Education Coalition (ICEC) are

proud to announce this
Awards Program. The winners are as follows:
Bohumil Shimek Environmental Educator
Award For Outstanding Efforts by an

Environmental Educator

Christina Roelofs, a shared naturalist with Shelby &
Audubon County Conservation Boards, has been
awarded the Bohumil Shimek Environmental
Educator Award. Christina was hired in 2000 and
has since developed two foundations to help
increase funding for EE programming, developed
two websites, writes a quarterly newsletter,
develops school programs, campground programs
and summer day camps, serves on numerous
committees including Winterfest and is a certified
Hunter Education instructor as well as National
Archery in the Schools Program instructor.
Furthermore, she has spent numerous volunteer
hours working with Kay Newman, a wildlife
rehabilitator, in order to obtain the necessary

permits to keep
multiple raptors.

Congratulations to =
Christina for all =
you do for BOTH =

Shelby and
Audubon County
Conservation
Boards.

Outstanding Environmental Education Program
(2 or less naturalists)

Washington County is this y e a rwihrger of the
Outstanding Environmental Education Program.
They have one full time naturalist, who works on a
small budget to create a quarterly newsletter and
present programming. This year was there 50t
anniversary and both the newsletter and Halloween
Hike celebrated the history of their organization and
careers in conservation. In 2012-2013 they led 318
programs and reached 12,944 participants. In
addition to programming many other projects
throughout the park have been completed including
paved trails that have enhanced the park use.

year 06s

recipients of thei

Outstanding Environmental Education Program
(2.5 or more naturalists)

The Linn County Conservation Board won the
IAN/ICEC award for Outstanding Environmental
Education Program with three or more
interpreters. The four Naturalists employed by Linn
County have a combined experience of seventy-
seven years. This past year they have doubled the
size of their nature center, the Wickiup Hill Learning
Center. Approximately thirty schools have come to
their nature center. Over the past year they have
conducted 312 educational programs. In the past
five years they have reached over 70,000 people
through their outstanding Environmental Education
efforts.

Ada Hayden Conservation Education Award

For Outstanding Efforts to Educate About
Preservation, Land Management, or Natural
Resource Conservation

For 14 years Tammy Turner has been a leader in
garbage. She can tell you where to stick your
plastic and how many times cardboard can be
recycled before it becomes just another roll of toilet
paper. Over the years Tammy has implemented
countless  programs including, convenient
campground recycling, rain garden construction,
composting 101 and vermicomposting. But Tammy
goes beyond the typical 40 hour work week; she
spends her weekends teaching friends and

neighbors the value of rain barrels and how you
can really make dirt out of old veggies, brown
leaves and paper. Recently she wrote a grant that
enabled Waste Trac to buy recycling bins that can
community

be used throughout the free of
charge.

Tammy

exemplifies
means to live your
passion and lowa is
lucky to have her!
Congratulations Tammy

on receiving the 2013

Turner
what it

Ada Hayden &
Conservation <
Education Award.

10
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ADi ngo Darling
For Outstanding EE Program or Event which
Informs and Educates the General Public

Since 2003 Lee County Conservation has
facilitated A Ou t dAdventure Ca mp The camp,
funded in part by Three Rivers Conservation
Foundation, offers recreational opportunities for
local youth at an affordable price. Activities
include; archery, gun safety, kayaking, fly fishing
and trapping. By the end of the 3 day camp,
participants know how to safely shoot a deer, skin a
pheasant and trap a raccoon. Nearly four hundred
campers have participated over the last 10 years
and through generous donations and CCB
enthusiasm, this program will continue for another
10 years.

Non-Print Media Award
Okoboji Osprey Web Camera, Dickinson CCB

This past year Dickinson County Conservation
Board installed a camera on a 60 foot high osprey

nesting platform. The cameraisai b i-eyedsi e w

of well, a bird. Over the course of the summer the
redesigned Dickinson website had over 70,000
page views. Much of this traffic was to view the
family of osprey that took up residence on the
nesting platform. Along with increase website
visitation, naturalist traveled throughout the county
delivering programs about | o wa @sprey
population. Congrats on DCCB for such a highly
successful camera placement and spreading the
word about this beautiful fish hawk that calls lowa
home.

11

Envi ronmenAiwgrb Ed

Chris Holt Youth Environmental Education
ucation Award

Outdoor P.E. Program of the Wapsi River
Environmental Education Center, Scott CCB

The Outdoor P.E. Program of the Wapsi River
Environmental Education Center has partnered

with the Davenport Community School Di st r i

P.E. class to promote healthy outdoor recreation
with sustainability in mind. The program runs for
three weeks in spring and again in the fall and is
offered to upper-classmen in Davenport Central
High School. The classes hold up to 20 students
in each class with 2 classes each spring/fall that
are given programming in Fish lowa & Take Me
Fishing units, canoeing, and kayaking. Program
highlights include: aquatic stewardship, healthy
habitats, resource management, catch & release,
boater safety (including self rescue), & ethics. The
success of the program caught the attention of
Davenport North High School administrators, and
now the North High School P.E. class has joined
the Outdoor P.E. Program introducing yet another
class of up to 20 students. The program is led by
Director/Naturalist Dave Murcia, and this year
ﬁlone has completed 26 classes reaching 433
igh school students and teachers.

Sylvan Runkel Environmental Education
School Award For Outstanding Whole-School
EE Program

This award commends an outstanding whole
school environmental education program. The
staff and students at Central Lutheran School took
on a task that blossomed into a great outdoor
classroom. They started working with Benton CCB
in March of 2013 to design and implement a plan
to reduce energy costs to the school and enhance
the school grounds. After much research and
grant writing, the students and Benton CCB
planted 52 native trees and temperature gauges.
With guidance from BCCB theses students have
taken ownership in these trees and continue to
study the effects of the trees on the energy costs
of the school as well as the trees themselves.



Aldo Leopold Environmental Education Award
For Lifetime Achievement in EE Excellence
and Leadership

Chris Adkins is this y e ar Ald Leopold
Environmental Education recipient. This award
recognizes individuals who have made lifelong
commitments to environmental education. Since
1997, Chris has been a naturalist for Dallas
County Conservation. His teachings favor
feelings over facts, stories over technology, and
always invite each person to discover their sense
of place by developing a deeper connection to the
land they call home. Through these native
lessons, Chris has empowered thousands of
young children and adults to discover their lowan
roots, but he has also expanded high school
s t u d ecapaciiysto feel alive, by taking them on
wilderness treks in the mountains of ldaho. By

Outstanding Volunteer

The 2013 Volunteer Award goes to a special pair
in Jasper County. Andy and Pam Stone are more
than just husband and wifed they are both former
teachers, conservation enthusiasts, world
travelers, and two outstanding volunteers for
Jasper County Conservation and other local
environmental organizations. According to Keri
Van Zante, JCCB Director, fi T h 8tones are
always willing and able to help out with nearly any
of our program requests, whether they are well
planned out field trips or last minute panic attacks!
If they are in the State of lowa, they are right there
with us to take on whatever group of kids or adults
we are educating. Both are skilled speakers and
are highly knowledge about the outdoors. There
i s @& Gohservation subject matter that | can think
of that they wo u |l @& akie to present, and
present w e | Whietber it is helping with the annual

greeting you with a fi h ebyother, or hey s i s t eHajloReen Hike, leading a station for a field trip, or
being the official timers at the fi O fthe Beaten
Pat tace, Andy and Pam contributions to the
Jasper County Conservation Board are greatly
many.

Chris extends his kinship to all of us. So join me
in giving Chris Adkins an applause of gratitude for
his commitment ,

to connecting us 1
to a world full of
hope, peace
and beauty.

appreciated and admired = by
Congratulations Pam and Andy!

Grapevine News QES\

Kelly Dix and husband Nate along with
Josh (9) and Lydia (6) welcomed Joseph
Zachary on October 12, 2013.

Lilly Jensen of Winneshiek CCCB had a
baby(Charlie Richard) October 8, 2013.

Amy Loving welcomed a baby boy Levi
William Loving on October 25, 2013. Amy
Is also the new EeBducation Assistant at
Nahant Marsh.

Please welcome three new seasonal
naturalists at the Wapsi River Env. Ed.

Introducing your new ExCom: Kelly Dix, Victoria
DeVos, Matt Crayne, Annette Witrock & Matt
Wetrich See the back page of this newsletterfor
details

Center for Scott County Conservation.
Ashley VanSpeybroeck, Becky Hortoyrd




Book Review: Bird Sorgy Don Stap
Reviewed by Sydney Hiatt, Pottawattamie
County Conservation

Birds have long enchantedpeople with their capacity
for flight, diverseplumages,and widespreadhabitation
on earth. But perhapsone of the most perplexingand
interesting parts about avianlife is the ability of some
not just to make callsand noises,but to sing In Bird
Song,Don Stapchronicleshis birding adventureswhile
investigatingone of the oldestt and mostenchanting
animalmysteries Why do birds singand what do their
songsmean?

Beyondthe basicsof birdsong that birdssingto attract
a mate or to establisha territoryt Staptries to resolve
the complexitiesbetweendifferent bird speciesandthe
songsthat they sing He beginswith some of his own
perplexing questions about birdsong Why do Black
cappedChickadeesn Maine singwith the samenotes
and frequencyas other chickadeeghousandsof miles
away? How can birds sound the same on different
islands?Why do some birds sing only one songwhile
the Brown Thrasherhas a repertoire of over 2,000
songs?

{ G I rai€ativefollows DonaldKroodsmaa birdsong
expert renowned throughout the world for his work
documenting and recording birds. Each chapter is
separatedby the trips Staptakeswith Kroodsmaand
the new birds and questionsthey encounterat each
place In { ( | tel®ings of these adventures, he
beginsto answerhis own questionsabout birdsongs,
as well as those that readersmay ask and want to
solve in reading his book For those that enjoy
watching birds outside their window, searchingfor
them with binoculars, or simply listening to their
notes and chirpsfrom the trees, this is a quick read
that offers interesting insight into the world of
birdsong
Asl readthrough eachchapter,
I was reminded of the new
birds | encounter every dayt
and of the forever changing
ways of nature. This book
encouragedme not just to go
out with my eyesto see,but to
take the time to sit still and
solemnly listent to the birds,
the bugs, even the whispering
breeze

Name that Nature Center Contest!!

Submit guesses to Kelly Dix at kelly.dix@pot
the subject line. The sender of the first correct answer will win bragging rights in the next issue of

The Web!

Winner of the last issue of The Web: Ann Burns correctly guessed the Wapsi River Environmental
Education Center: Eagle View Eco Center in Scott County from the last newsletter. Ann wins

bragging rights!
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